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E HES. V. 28. 


Let him that ſtole, fleal no more: but rather 
let him labour, working with his hands the 
thing which is good, that he may have 10 
give to bim that needeth. 


HE Apoſtle, in this Chapter, exhorts 
the Ephe/tans to forſake their former 
Converſation, which they had pailed 
their Lives in, while they were in their Hea- 
then State: And in a particular Manner preſſes 
them to the ſtrit Obſervance of ſeveral of the 
great ſocial Virtues ; whereof Juſtice, in Op- 
poſition to Stealing, is one; Hone/t Induſtry, a 
ſecond ; and Almfgiving, a third; which he 
here recommends, even to Perſons in mean 
Circumſtances. Let him that ſtole, ſays he, 
before his Converſion, now that he is become 
a Chriſtian, teal no more; but rather let him 
labour, working with his hands the thing which 


is good ; that he may have, not only what is I 


ſufficient for himſelf, but ſomewhat alſo 70 
give to him that needeth, | | 
My Deſign in this Diſcourſe will in a great 
Meatare confine me to the firſt of theſe : wiz. 
The Prohibition of Theft. To enforce which, 
I thall lay before you ſeveral Conſiderations, 
though the firſt I ſhall offer ought to be 
ſufficient, which is, the Authority of God bin- 
e; who has given us a poſitive Command- 
ment, and delivered it Himſelf, with great So- 
lemnity; ſaying, Tuo SHALT NOT STEAL-« 
rf: 4 0 A.) God, 
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Gor, who made all Things, is the great 
Proprietor of the World, and all Things 
therein; and, under certain Limitations, He 
has transferred this Right to Man, and made 
bim have dominion over the works of his hands. 
Had Man continued in a State of Innocence, 
and every one been reaſonable in his Deſires, 
and well ſatisfied with what was ſufficient to 
make him happy ; he might have enjoyed in 
common, and without Labour and Sorrow, the 
plentiful Proviſion which Gop hath made; and 
the Earth, of its own Accord, produced for 
him : But after Man' had finned, and the 
Ground was curſed for his Sake, and he was 
doomed in the ſweat of his face to eat bread, 

and when men began to multiply. on the earth ; 
then Covetouſnelſs, Fraud, and Violence, were 
introduced into the World ; and it became 
neceſſary to divide into diſtin Rights and 
Properties, thoſe Things which before were 
in common: And this Diviſion being once 
made, it was fit, that every one ſhould. be 
content with his own Lot, and not invade the 
Right and Property of others. And this is 
ſo apparently juſt and reaſonable, that the 
righteous Judge of the World, and Lord of 
all Things, has fenced Mens Properties by a 
Law written in our Hearts, 

For even before this Law of Gop was 
publiſhed, Mankind was ſufficiently ſenfible of 
the great Guilt of Stealing. When 7o/eph, 
out of Policy to ſtay q thren, had cauſed 


them to be accuſed ſtealing his Cup; they 
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diſclaimed the Charge with the greateſt Vehe - 
mence, and acknowledged this Crime to be 
worthy of Death: God forbid that thy ſer- 
vants ſhould do according to this thing : with 
whomſcever it be found, let him die, Gen. xliv. 


7+ 9+ | 
Under the Jewiſh Law, it was ordered 
by Gop himſelf, in many Caſes, that if @ 
thief be found breaking up, and be ſmitten that 
he die, no blood ſhould be ſbed for bim e His 
Life ſhould be accounted juſtly forfeited by 
his Crime. The Prophet Jeremiah ranks 
this with the blackeſt Crimes; and, in the 
Name of the Lord, ſeverely reproaches thoſe, 
who, with ſo much Guilt upon their Souls, 
preſume to make their Appearance in the 
Houſe of Gap, Chap. vii. 9. Will ye feat, 
murder, and commit adultery, and ſiwear fal/ly, 
and yet come and ſtand before me in this bouje, 
which is called by my name? Is this boufe which 
is called by my name, become @ den of robbers in 
your eyes? Is it fit, think you, that they who 
are ſo unjuſt to their Neighbour, ſhould at 
the ſame time pretend to worſhip God? What 
haſt thou to do, ſaith God to the wicked Man 
in the goth Pfalm, te declare my ſtatutes, ar 
take my covenant in thy mouth? When - thou 
faweſt a thief, thou conſentedſt unto him; by 
which, I fuppoſe, is meantthe Aiding or ; 
a Thief; which is too frequently done by re- 
cerving and concealing his ſtolen: Goods. And 
this, let it be obſerved, is one of the Crimes, 
for which the wicked Man here is, ina folemn' 
Manner, declared by Gon, to be unworthy 0 
—— * take 
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take his covenant in his mouth,. e. unworthy to 


read the Word of Gop in the Holy Scriptures. 


And if the Sin we are ſpeaking of be ſo 
ſeverely cenſured and puniſhed, under the 
imperfect Diſpenſation of the Law of Ms/es; 
It is, we way be ſure, much more inconſiſtent 
with the Duty of a Chriſtian. We are bound 
by the ſtrongeſt Endearments, to ds Good to 


one another: What then will become of us, 


if, inſtead of diſtributing what is our own, we 
invade the Property of others? The Duties 
of Charity and Beneficence are indiſpenſably 
required at our Hands: How then ſhall we 
eſcape, if we violate the plaineſt Laws of 
common Juſtice? And if the Man who is true 
and juſt in all his Dealings, for want of Cha- 
rity, or a charitable Diſpoſition, ſhall not be 
ſaved, where ſhall the Thief and the Robber 
appear? And therefore, we find that Theft 
has a conſtant Place in the black Catalogue of 
Vices, which, our Saviour has told us, defile 
the man ; make him unclean, and hateful in 
the Sight of Gop ; and which, according to St. 
Paul, exclude Men from the kingdom of heaven. 
Il. Or if theſe Men will not hearken to the 
Commands of Gop, yet if they will but, /e- 
condly, conſent to be governed by the plame/ſe 


depraved Reaſon, (for I will venture to appeal 
to the Reaſon of the moſt infamous among 
themſelves,) and this will ſhew them the 
Wickedneſs of their Doings. For can they 
bear, that any of thoſe Things ſhould be taken 
from them, by Fraud or Violence, which —_ 

| A y 
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Reaſon, if they will but conſult their own 


„ 8 
by the ſame Means, have taken away from the 
rightful Owners ? With what Rage and Fury 
will they fly in the Face of their Aſſociates, 
if they go about to deprive them of their 
Share in the unrighteous Plunder !—Now, if 
in their own Opinion, it be ſo baſe, and fo 
provoking, to rob a Thief of what he has na 
Title to; how much baſer, and wickeder, mult 
the Thief himſelf appear, in the Sight of Gop 
and Man, who often robs the hone/t and in- 
duſtrious, of what, by the Laws of Gop and 
Man, he has a Right to enjoy? 

Beſides, theſe Men know too well that even 

a Gang of Thieves cannot carry on their 
wicked Purpoſes together, without being true 
and juſt ro one another: No more can any 
Society of Men ſubſiſt, unleſs the Rules of 
. Juſtice and Honeſty be obſerved, and Mens 
Properties ſecured from all unjuſt Invaſions. 
So that the natural Tendency of Theft is to 
ſubvert all Government; diflolve the Bands 
of Society ; and turn the good Order of the. 
World into a lawleſs State of Rapine and 
Violence. Now thoſe Perſons are widely 
miſtaken, if there be any ſo weak as to ima» 
gine, that even the loweſt of the People would 
find their Account in ſuch a State of Things. 
They who have nothing to loſe, might be 
Gainers for a while, by the common Plunder; 
but would ſoon perceive themſelves unable to 
keep and enjoy it: On the Contrary, they 
would find themſelves deprived of that Main- 
tenance and Protection, which, by the Laws of 
their Country,and the Charity of well-diſpoſed 
A 4 People, 
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People, are now afforded them : and in ſhort, 
that the Small and the Great would by this 
Means be involved in equal Ruin and Confuſion. 

But ſince we have little Reaſon to ſuppoſe, 
that they who are addicted to ſuch a ſcanda- 
lous Vice as Stealing, can be influenced by a 
Senſe of Religion, or the Fear of Gop ; or 


even the Dictates of Reaſon : I ſhall proceed 


to Conſiderations of another Nature, as more 
{uitable to the Perſons to whom this Diſcourſe 
is directed. Let thoſe, therefore, who allow 
themſelves in this infamous Practice, conſider, 
III. What wneaſy Apprebenſions they con- 
tinually live under of being diſcovered. The 
know that Men are very vigilant and careful, 
in ſecuring their wordly Poſſeſhons : That 
they keep a ſtrit Watch over all ſuch Per- 
ſons, whoſe Character, and Manner of Liv- 
ing, do not place them above Suſpicion. And 
beſides this, they are, in many Caſes, under 
conſtant Fears, and juſt Reaſon they have to 
be afraid, of being betrayed by their Accom- 
plices ; for they, whoſe Conſciences will allow 
them to rob an innocent Perſon, will hardly 
ſcruple to diſcover a thieviſh Companion, 
whenever they can ſave themſelves harmleſs, 


or perhaps be rewarded for ſo doing. Or, 
ſuppoſe the natural Deceitfulneſs of ſuch Per- 


ſons does not extend to their Aſſociates; ſup- 
Poſe they will be faithful to their wicked Part- 
ners, while they are fal/e to all the World 
beſides; which is indeed too often the Caſe : 
Yet, whenever any of theſe Perſons are 
brought to a Senſe of their Guilt, and to _ 
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of their Sins; they 
liged, nay, if they are truly penitent, they will 
be ready and deſirous, to diſcover their own, 
and their Companions Wickednefs, in order to 
do Juſtice to thoſe whom they havedefrauded, 
and to ſecure them from future Injuries; 
which is the beſt Method they can take, to ob- 
tain Forgiveneſs both of Gop and Man. 
But it may be ſaid, that the Ferne Thief, 

who deals in ſmaller Matters, has no need of 
any Aſſociates at all; and therefore, if he can 
but carry off and conceal his Prize, he may be 
eaſy and ſecure, as having no one privy to his 

evil Practices, beſides himſelf. Ea he can- 
not be, unleſs he can conceal his Wickedneſs 
from Gop and his own Conſcience: Neither 
can he be fecure that he ſhall not himſelf dii- 
cover his own Crimes, in Spite of all his Arts; 
nay, by Means of thoſe very Arts and Endea- 
yours which he uſes to conceal them: He 
runs, when no Man purſueth; he hides him- 
ſelf, before he is ſought after: His Over-for- 
wardneſs in clearing himfelf before he is ac- 
cuſed, brings him into Suſpicion z and when 
he finds himſelf ſuſpected, his faltering Speech 
and Self -· contradiction diſcover his Guilt. Or 
if ſome few can order their Words fo artiſi- 
cially, as to tell a great Number of Lies, con- 
ſiſtent with one another (which they will find 
a very difheultTaſk); yet there is ſcarce one in 
a thouſand, when ſuſpected and examined, 
who can ſer, what thefe Wretches call, a good 
Face upon the Matter, fo as to prevent your 
reading their Crimes, in the Contuſion of their 
| 4 5 Countenances. 


will find themſelves ob- 
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Countenances. So many are the Ways, which 
Gop, who ſees through the darkeſt Receſſes 
of wicked Mens Minds, has appointed, to bring 
their evil Practices to Light: So difficult is it, 
to go on long in theſe Ways of Wickedneſs, 
without being detected; and ſo utterly impoſ- 
ble to avoid the continual Fears and Appre- 
henſions of a Diſcovery; which muſt be ſuch 
an uncaſy State of Mind, as all their unlawful 
Gains cannot make them Amends for. Bur 
let them proceed to conſider, 


IV. The bad Efe&s of ſuch Practices, after 


they are difcovered : The firſk of which is 
Shame. When a Thief is ſurprized in the 
Commiſhon of his Wickedneſs, how does he 
hang down his Head, and let fall his Coun» 
tenance; as unable to look his injured Neigh- 
bour, or any honeſt Man, in the Face. Nay, 
he muſt be a hardened Sinner indeed, if he 
can forbear bluſhing to himſelf alone, when 


a Diſcovery of his evil Deeds forces. him to 


conſider the Meanneſs and Baſeneſs of them; 
and how odious they render him in the Sight 
of Gop, and all good Men. It is no Wonder, 
he chuſes the Night, to cover thoſe Sins from 
the Notice of Men, which are ſo diſgraceful 


to human Nature; and makes him reſemble 


the wild Beaſts in the Wilderneſs, who {troll 
about in the Night, feeking for their Prey. 
| Gop makes the day, the Pſalmiſt obſerves, that 
man ſhould go forth to his work, and to. his la- 
bour, until the evening: Then the laborious 
honeſt Man lays bim down, and takes his 


Reſt, He maketh darkneſs alſo, that it may be 
night, 


| (41): 
night, wherein all the beaſts of the foreſt do 
move Then the Thief moves likewiſe, but 
after a very different Manner ; for the Lions, 
it is ſaid, roar after their prey; they boldly | 
claim it as their own; and ſo it is by the Will 
of Providence ; they ſeek their meat from God; 
it is the Will of Gop, that the Creatures he 
has made ſo ravenous ſhould be ſuſtained and 
fed by this Means, Bur the ſkulking Thief 
creeps about in fearful Silence; he ſtatts at 
the ſhaking of a Leaf, and trembles too, as. 


that does ; for he knows, he is not lecken Bie 

meat from God, but, by the Inſtigation of the 

Devil, is robbing his Neighbour of that, which 

perhaps he had hardly earned, by the Sweat 
of his Brows. And this muſt needs expoſe 
lim ro the utmoſt Shame and Contempt, as 
ſoon as he is diſcovered. wats 
But the Shame which covers his Face, will 
not repair the Wrongs he has done to his 
Neighbour; for there is a ſecond very natural 
Effect of a Diſcovery, which is Re/titution :, 
He will be obliged to reſtore what he has taken 
by Stealth, if it be in his Power; and then 
what Advantage does he reap by ſtealing it? 
Neither will this ſatisfy even human Juſtice : 
there {till remains what he moſt of all dreads, 
and that is, fuch corporal Puniſhment as the 
Laws of his Country have appointed for his 
Crimes; to be ſhamefully /courged in the pub- 
lic Street; to be dragged to a noiſame Gaol, as. 
unfit for human Society; and unworthy to 
breathe in the common Air; to be branded 
vidi ſome indelible Mark of Infamy. To be 
A 6 made 
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made a public Spectacle of Contempt; and, in 
ſome Caſes, to be put to a violent and igno- 
minious Death, by the Hands of the Execu- 
tioner. And oh! how dreadful a Thing it is, 
not only for the wretched Criminal who ſuffers, 
but for every Spectator who beholds, or even 
for any of us but to think of, and imagine he 
debolds a Perſon in perfect Health, and, as it 
commonly happens, in the Flower of his Age, 
taking a ſhameful Farewel of the World; leav- 
ing a certain, though unjuſt Reproach to his 
FF Children's Children; and hurricd away from 
| the Bar of human Juftice, to appear before the 
| awful Tribunal of Heaven? 

| Theſe are the known Fruits which all who 
follow ſuch wicked Courſes may expect to reap. 
whenever their Crimes are diſcovered. But 
ſhould they be for ever concealed from the No- 
tice of Men; yet let them know, what I would 
more earneſtly entreat them to conſider, in the 

Vth Place, That the Eye of God is always 
upon them; they can go no where from his 
Preſence ; Darkneſs cannot cover their De- 
figns, nor hide them from his View; nor ſave 
them from his Vengeance. His Vengeance, I 
know, they are apt to look upon as a Thing 
at a Diſtance, which will not overtake them 
before they come into another World. Alas 


ſelves? Another World eannot be very far 
from any of us, but the Thief has more reaſon 
than moſt others, to look upon it as near ar 


im, yet Gop has threatened, by the fecrer De- 
ſignation 


how many Ways do theſe Men deceive them- 


Hand; becauſe, if public Juſtice do not reach 
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ſignation of his Providence, to cut ſuch wicked 
Men off in the Career of their Sins: He that 
getteth riches, and not by right, (ſays the Pro- 
phet Jeremiah, Chap. xvii. 11.) all leave 
them in the midſt of his days. Beſides, there is 
a ſecrer Curſe ry Aerts | againſt them, while 
they continue in this World: I will bring it 
farth, ſaith the Lord of hoſts, (Zechariah val.) 
and it ſhall enter into the houſe of the thief, and 
it ſhall remain in the midſt of his houſe, and ſhall 
conſume it, with the timber thereof, and ib 
ones thereof. Whence we ſee, that this Sin, 
inſtead of eſtabliſhing a Man's Houſe, and in- 
creaſing his Subſtance, brings oftentimes utter 
Deſtruction on all that belongs to him; nay, 
and entails a Curſe upon his Poſterity; for 
it is concerning ſuch Perſons that Jeb ſpeaks, 
when he tells us, God layeth up his iniquity for 

his children, Chap. xxi. 19. A juſt Gop 
cannot charge a Man's Children with the Guilt 
of his Crimes, but He may take from the 
Children, or not fuffer them ro proſper in the 
Poſſeſſion of that which the Parent had gotten 


by diſhoneſt Practices. Af 
But becauſe it is much eaſier to ſtop the 


Beginnings of Vice, than to reclaim a hardened * 
Sinner; therefore, what has been ſaid con- 
cerning Theft in general, I dere may now be 
applied to the fmailer flances of Stealing; 
which the Scripture forbids, under the Ex- 

reſſion of Purloining. And this, by the Way, 
is particularly forbidden to Servants, 77t. ii:10. 
Not purloining, but ſhewing all good fidelity. 
And indeed there is great Occaſion for this 

Caution, 
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think it a ſmall Matter, to make bold, as they 


term it, with their Maſter's Goods; eſpecially. 
if they keep them not for their own Uſe, but 


beſtow them on their Friends and Acquaint- 
ance : not conſidering, that this 1s not only a 


dowaright Theft, but likewiſe a Breach of that 


Truſt which is repoſcd in them; and there- 


fore a greater Sin, than it would be to ſteal 
the ſame Things from another Perſon. It 
mult grieve the Heart of every good Man, to 


obſerve, how very early many Children con- 


tract ſuch a Habit of Stealing, that the meaneſt 


Frifle cannot eſcape their Fingers. ey are 


liſted into the Service of the Devil, as ſoon. = 
almoſt as they are dedicated to Gop in their 


Baptiſm. Nay, it is very credibly reported, 
that in ſome Places they are taught, even by 
their  wwicked Parents, to go through formal 


Exerciſes, by which their little Hands are 


inſtructed in Picking and Stealing, with more 
Care and Pains, than might learn them 7o la- 
* bour truly to get their own living. And by 
being thus brought up in the Practice of this. 
Vice in their tender Years, they come to have 
no Senſe at all of the Guilt, and very little 
Regard to the Danger of it; but conſtantly 
look upon Thieving as the Craft, or Trade, 
they are to live by; and value themſelves not 
a little when they excel their Companions. 
Now it would give no {mall Check to this 
_ ſtrange fort of Pride, if they would hear the 
Wards of a pious Author“: “ Thou thinkeſt 

* Wok Duty of Man, 
« thow 


Caution, becauſe many Servants are apt to- 
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« thou haſt been very cunning, when thou 
* haſt over-reached thy Brother; but Go 
* knows, all the while there is another over- 
« reaching Thee; and cheating Thee of what 
“is infinitely more precious, even thy Soul.— 
© So thou, that art gaping to ſwallow up thy 
© poor Brother, art thyſelf made a Prey to 
© the great Deyourer,” x 
And as for the Parents above-mentioned, 
who, inſtead of training up their Children in 
the Way wherein they ſhould go, lead them 
into, and urge them on, in theſe Ways of 
Wickedneſs; If I could ſuppoſe myfelf to be 
ſpeaking to any ſuch, methinks IT could ex- 
poſtulate with them, in ſuch a Manner, as 
would make them aſhamed of ſach horrid 
Wickedneſs: * You muſt not indeed pre- 
« tend to a ratianal Love of your Child- 
* ren, for that would appear, by ſtoring 
* their Minds with good Diſpoſitions, and 
« procuring for them ſuch Benefirs and 
„ Bleſſings, as they would have Reaſon to 
i thank you for another Day: But you may 
% have ſuch a Fondneſc and Affection for them, 
« as natural Inflinft produces; and can you 
« bear to think that thefe very Children, 
« whom you now pretend to be ſo dear to you, 
& ſhould be for ever miſerable? Can you bear 
« to think, that You yourſelves ſhall be the 
« Occaſion of their eternal Mifery ; not only 
* by briaging them into a wicked World, and 
« leaving them to the Naughtineſs of their 
« own Hearts, which 13 commonly enough to 
undo them ; but by actually teaching, nay, 
| | «forcing * 
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&« forcing them to work Wickedneſs?' And if 
« theſe Conſiderations are nor ſufficient to 
«© affect You, I would aſk once more, whether 
«* You can endure the Thought of being your- 
« ſelves condemned to endleſs 'Torments, for 
« your Childrens Sins, as well as your own? to 
c have your own Children to be your Arcuſers 
at the laſt Day; and perhaps appointed to 
* be your Tormenters too, for ever and ever?“ 

But to proceed: In Country Places, where 


Mens Goods lie expoſed in the open Fields, 


much Dexterity in Stealing is not required: 
but here, the Eaſineſs of Theft tempts many 
to be guilty of it; and the Number of Thieves 


helps to ſkreen them from Puniſhment, and 
ſerves too, in their Way of Reaſoning, even to 


juſtify a plain Breach of Gop's Commandment, 

And here again, we muſt, with Grief of 
Heart, obſerve many Parents ſending out 
their innocent Children (they would be inno- 
cent, if their Parents would ſuffer them to 
be ſo) as ſoon as they are able to go abroad, 
to pick and ſteal what they can find; and ſome- 


thing they mu/? find, or they are ſure to receive 


ſuch Stripes at their Return Home, which 


ought to be laid, an hundred Fold, on the | 


Backs of their Corredors. | 
And now I am upon ſmall Thefts, I will 
inſtance in one, which is commonly and ſhame- 
leſsly practiſed in theſe Parts; 1 mean, the 
Stealing of Wood, or other Fuel. 

The Perſons who are guilty of this, may 
perhaps think it hard to be ranked among the 


common Herd of Thieves; but if Men will 


be 
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be Thieves, they muſt bear to be called fo: 
Let us hear, however, what it 1s they uſually 
lead in their own Defence. | 

And firſt, they tell us, that what they ſteal 
is of no great Value; and was the Labour and 
Pains they take in getting it to be conſidered, 
ir commonly comes dearer to them, than what 
they purchaſe. Iris, I believe, very true, that. 
little or nothing is got by ſuch Practices; and 
yet a great deal of Miſchief is done to the 
Perſons who are injured. Now if a Man will 
do to his Neighbour a conſiderable Injury, 
without procuring hardly any Advantage to 
himſelf, ſure the Smallneſs of his Gains can 
never be pleaded in Excuſe, ſince it is plainly 
an Aggravation of his Wickedneſs; for the 
\ ſmaller the Temptation is to any Sin, the 
greater, doubtleſs, is the Guilt of it. 

Beſides, when ſuch an one comes to die (at 
which Time, moſt wicked Men are forced ro 
conſider their Ways), and computes together the 
ſeveral Injuries he has done to others, by 
Stealing Things of little Falue; he will com- 
monly find, that he has done more Miſchief, 
in the Courſe of his Life, by frequent Pilfer- 
ing, than many others, who have forfeited, 
and Joſt their Lives, by one ſingle At of Rob- 
bery, And as the former is ſeldom puniſhed 
in this World, he has Reaſon to expect a 
more dreadful Reckoning in the World to 
come: eſpecially, when it is conſidered, that 
 Gop does not eſtimate the Guilt of Sin, by 
the outward Action, or by the Greatneſs or 


Smallneſs of the Subject- matter of it, * 
| 8 
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the Degrees of Evil, which he ſees in the Sin- 


ner's Diſpoſition. He who ſo graciouſly ac- 


cepted the Widow's Mite, on Account of her 


ability to give more: He who accepts a wil- 
ling Mind for a Deed of Charity, wilt doubt- 
leſs, for the ſame Reaſon, eſteem him a great 
Criminal who ſteals only the ſmalleſt Things, 
if He ſees in him ſuch a thieviſh Diſpoſition, 


that it is only Want of Opportunity, or Want 


of Courage, which hinders him from ſtealing 


greater. 
We feldom find, indeed, that they who 


once allow themſelves in ſtealing Things of 


ſmall Value, do long want Courage to pro- 
ceed to greater. It is the Property of many, 
other Sins, to cloy and weary, and waſte the 
Strength of the Sinner, and ſo leſſen his In- 
clination to the Practice of them: whereas, 
ſuch is the peculiar Deceitfulneſs of this, that 
every Commiſſion of it makes Men bolder, and 
more enterprizing in Wickedneſs. They who 
are now the vileſt Sinners of this Sort, who 
infeſt our public Roads at Noon-day, and at 
the Dead of Night break open our. Houſes : 
Thoſe abandoned Wretches, who ſhew them- 


ſelves with fo much Infolence in our Streets; 


who murder Men without Warning, that they 
may come at their Pockets without Reſiſtance : 
even theſe Men (whom none of you, my Bre- 
thren, I am well aſſured, can think of with- 
out Horror) did yet begin their Courſe with 
{mall Tranſgreſſions. And they who are now 
venturing upon the Commiſhon of ſmall Thefts, 
not without Fear and Trembling, know not 

where 
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where they ſhall top ; nor whether they ſhall 
not be ſo far hardened, as to commit the black- 
eſt Crimes without any Remorſe at all. 

Secondly, Theſe Perſons are very apt to 
plead, in Excuſe of their Wickedneſs, that 
great Numbers are guilty, of the Lheft we are 
ſpeaking of, as well as they. Partners in Ini- 
quity do iadeed ſerve to keep once another in 
Countenance. Ibis leſſens- the Shame which 
belongs to the Sin; emboldens Sinners in their 
evil Practices, and faves them likewiſe, too 
often, from the Puniſhment appointed for 
chem in this World. But Numbers will not 
ſcreen them from the Vengeance of Gd: the 
Sin is the ſame, in his righteous Judgment, 
whether one Man only, or a Multitude, be 
guilty of it; and his all-ſeeing Eye will find 
out, and his powerful Arm will puniſh, every 
Sinner, according to his Works. Some again, 
- Thirdly, are ſo modeſt, as ro plead their 
Neceſſity; what they ſteal is one of the Neceſ- 
ſaries of Life, and they have not wherewithal 
to purchaſe it: I might here aſk theſe Perſons, 
whether they do not purchaſe * /ame Things 


that are not needful ; ſome Things that do not 


ſatisfy the Cravings of Hunger, but rather 
iucreaſe them ; Things that waſte much of 
their Time, weaken their Nerves, and deprive 
them of that Strength and Vigour which 
ſhould be their Support: And + ſome Things 
again, which ſerve oaly to ſupply the former 
Loſs of their natural Spirits with falſe and 


* Az Tea, fc, + Spirituous Liquors. * 
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unnatural ones. And will they tell us, after they 
have laid out their Money upon faſhionable 
and pernicious Luxuries, that they are forced 
to ſteal the Necefſaries of Life? But let this 
paſs; for I know how tender the Place is I 
have touched upon: I would willingly heal 
their Sores, without putting them to Pain; 
and if I make uſe of any Expreſſions that ſeem 
to them Harſh and Severe, they proceed not, 
I can aſſure them, from a Want of Compaſſion, 
for the Miſeries of thoſe who are really Ne- 
ceſſitous; but from a ſincere Deſire of pro- 
moring their trueſt Intereſts in this World, and 
their eternal Salvation in the next. For, if 1 
am not very much a Stranger to my own 
Heart, I have a real and tender Senſe of the 
Hardſhips and Sufferings of the Poor; yet 
would have them bear with Patience greater 
Sufferings than they do, (if it ſhould pleaſe 
Gop to try their Patience with greater) rather 
than go about to relieve them by diſhoneſt 
ä t 
But to return: If this Plea of Neceſſity 
would juſtify their Theft in this Particular, it 
would juſtify their ſtealing any other Thing 
that is neceſſary to preſerye Life. I grant, 
that Fuel is neceſſary to our Subſiſtence; but 
it cannot be faid to be quite ſo neceſſary as 
our daily Bread. Therefore, if Mens Neceſ- 
ines were really ſuch as might excuſe them 
in ſtealing any Thing, ſurely it would be more 
pardonable ro ſteal what we juſtly call the 
Staff of Life, than any other Thing of equal 
Value. And yet theſe Men are ſenſible — 
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or thi Sinfolneſs of Theft, in this latter Caſe; © 


ue though they make ſo light of it in the former. 


But this is eaſy to be accounted for; they have 
1 not ſuch fair O ties of ſtealing the one, 
al as they have of the other; and therefore, are 
, willing enough to acknowledge, the great 

- Wickedneſs of ſtealing what they cannot eafily 
- come at; but would fain perſuade us, that it is 
, hardly any Sin at all, to ſteal ſuch Things as 
ve lie more ready to their Hands: Not conſidering, 
0 that a Man's Property in his Goods is the 
4 ſame, whereſoever they are placed ; and there- 
1 fore, ſuppoſing the Things to be equally valu- 
wy able, and ſuppoſing no Violence is uſed, the 
Injury done him is the ſame, whether they are 


© | taken out of his Houſe, or his Pocket, his 
Barn, or his Field. 
7 But we have a ftill plainer A 
1 Plea of Neceſſity; which is, that there is a 
2: National Relief appointed, for all the Wants 
and Neceſſities of the helpleſs Poor ; and Gop 
forbid that it ſhould be denied them. 1 would 
g to Go», that all who have Abilities, would 
add their private Benevolence to the public 
Proviſion, in ſo liberal a Manner, as might 
render the Lives of every one of them eaſy 


nſwer to this 


both public and private Charites were more 
confined, than they commonly are, to the Ho- 
neſt and Induſtrious Poor; and that more Care 
and Reſolution were ſeen in Pariſh Officers, 
and all who have Authority, to correct and 
amend thoſe who are not ſo. They would by 


this Means be the happy Inſtruments. of a 
5 5 general 


and comfortable: But I muſt wiſh too, that 
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general Reformation; they would bring down 
the Bleſſings of Heaven upon this ſinful Na- 


tion; and (what they ought in the firſt Place 


to regard) they would diſcharge the Oath of 
Gop, which is bound upon their Conſciences. 
But the Truth is, it is not uſually the helpleſ7 
Poor who are guilty of the Crimes we are 
ſpeaking of : They are not the Lame, and the 
Blind; nor the diſconſolate Widow, nor Fa- 
therleſs Children, who commit theſe Diſorders; 
but they are the /u/ty and rung; ſuch whoſe 
Circumſtances place them above being reliev- 
ed by a legal Charity; who would not accept 
of it, if it was offered; and ſuch commonly, 
who can find wherewithal to ſupport them, 
in ſinful and extravagant Vices. Upon all 
which Accounts, they have not the leaſt Reaſon 
to imagine, that their pretended Neceſſities will 
excuſe their real Crimes. 
And indeed it is exceeding plain, that no- 
thing can be ſaid in Excuſe of this wicked 
Practice. It is a ſcandalous Violation of the 
Laws of Gop and Man, and grown to ſuch 
a Height, that it is Time for us, to cry aloud, 
and fhew the people their tranſgreſſiens : It is 
Time for every honeſt Man to uſe his utmoſt 
Endeavours to put ſome Stop to it; not fo 
much on Account of what he may ſuffer by 
it in his wordly Affairs, as out of a Chriſtian 
Compaſſion to the Souls of Men; of great 
Numbers of Men, who are finning, and making 
a Mock of Sin; breaking, every Day almoſt, 
a Divine Commandment : a Commandment, 
which the great Gop of Heaven did Himſelf 
deliver 
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deliver in Thunderings and Lightenings from 


1 Mount Sinai: And yet theſe Men make light 
e of it; and ſeem, all the while they are tranſ- 
F greſſing it, to ſay with Solomon's Madman, Am 
A not I in ſport 7 ; 
7 It is a juſt Senſe of the terrible Dangers, to 
E which theſe unhappy Men expoſe their Souls, 
c that has extorted this plain Diſcourſe from me, 
1 to recover, if it may be, thoſe who have gone 
s; aſtray in this Particular; and to prevent all, as 
ſe much as poſſible, from falling into this deadly 
* Sin for the Time to come. And notwithſtanding 
ot the great Pre valency of this evil Cuſtom, I will 
y. hope, if I am ſpeaking to any who have hither- 
n, to allowed themſelves in this finful Practice, 
ll that, by the Aſſiſtance of Gop's Grace, they 
n will ſeriouſly conſider not ſo much what I have 
1 ſaid, as what God himſelf ſays to them in his 
a holy Word, viz. that Thieves ſhall not inherit . 
o- the Ringdom of God. & 
ed But if they are reſolved not to forſake theſe 
1e evil Ways, be the Conſequence what it will; 
ch if they liſten to this Diſcourſe as to a Tale that 
d, is told, for their Amuſement only, and not their 
* Amendment, for which it is in Sincerity deſign- 
{t ed; yet, let me prevail with them, when they are 
ſo | going. about to rob their Neighbour, in the 
7 Inſtance above-mentioned, to take this ene 
— Thought along with them; nay, let them leave 
at it behind them, if they can; That the Fuel 
18 which ay” ſteal, may one Day ſerve, to kindle 
, another Fire than what they intend, I mean, 
t, (for why ſhould not I ſpeak plainly ?) the Fire 


if of Hell. 


But 
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Providence of Gop has committed to my 
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But I ſaid, I would hope for better Things, 
of all You at leaſt, my Brethren, whom the 


Charge; and that you will at length be con- 
vinced, how much better it will be for you, in 
this World and the next, to follow the Advice 
of the Apoſtle, in the ſecond Part of the 
Words, which I can but barely mention, viz. 
to labour, working with your hands the thing 
which is good. By this Means, you will live 
in Credit with your Neighbours, and in the 
Favour of God ; you will eat your Meat, which 
your own Hands have earned, with inexpreſ- 
fibl o Satisfaction; and the Gop who has pro- 
miſed, that be that walketh righteouſly bread 
Hull be given him ; the Gop who hath pleaſure 
in the proſperity of his ſervants, ſhall ſo bleſs 
your honeſt Labours, that you ſhall have to 
give, as the Text requires in the laſt Place, #0 
him that needeth. For ſince the Duty of 
Almſgiving is recommended, and enjoined even 
to Perſons in mean Circumſtances; we need 
not doubt, but that Gop, who requires it, will 
enable them to perform it; that he that giveth 
to the poor. ſhall not lack: That the honeſt 
Labourer, though Poor, ſhall, by the Bleſhng 
of Heaven, have ſomewhat to ſpare, for the 
Relief of him who cannot labour, whois poorer 
than himſelf. This will fill his Mind with Joy 
and Gladneſs in this World, and Gop will. 
abundantly reward his Labours, and his Charity? 
in the World to come. | | 
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